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superciliaris) and of a Humming-bird from Venezuela— Chloro- 
stilbon nitens. 

Mr. D. G. Elliott of New York, F.Z.S., has lately published 
the first part of an illustrated Monograph of the genus Pitta, of 
which we shall give a notice in our next Number. 


The second portion of M. Le Moine’s little book on the 
Ornithology of Canada* has reached us. That this work has 
attracted attention in Canada is evident from the fact that the first 
edition is out of print, and that M. Le Moine has already issued 
a second edition of part 1, of which we have also received a copy. 


` XLIV.—Eztracts from Correspondence, Announcements, &c. 


Dr. F. Hocustretter informs us that he has been busy in 
arranging the series of bones of the Moas (Dinornis, &c.) which 
he collected in New Zealand during his sojourn there with the 
Novara-expedition. Dr. Gustav Jäger has completed the resto- 
ration of the skeleton of Palapteryx ingens, and prepared sets of 
plaster casts of all its bones, complete sets of which may be ob- 
tained on application to him at Vienna for about £12. The 
bird stands about 6? feet in height. Drs. Hochstetter and 
Jäger have also prepared for exhibition skeletons of Dinornis 
giganteus, D. robustus, D. elephantopus, and D. didiformis. 

“ Palapteryx ingens,” says Dr. Hochstetter, “(which is four- 
toed, like Apteryx), has certainly been exterminated but few 
generations ago. [I am of opinion that when New Zealand was 
first peopled from the Tonga Islands, about 600 years ago, seve- 
ral species of these giant birds (among which was Palapteryx 
ingens) were still in existence; that these large birds were 
hunted by the natives and supplied them with flesh, as their 
songs and traditions abundantly testify; and that the failure of 
this supply induced them, about 100 years ago, to resort to 
the disgusting practice of cannibalism, which Cook found so 
prevalent there.” =— 

The following are extracts from Mr. Blyth’s letters :— 

“ Calcutta, April 14th, 1861. 

“ My genus Nitidula, of which I sent a description some time 


* Ornithologie de Canada, par J. M. Le Moine. Quebec, 1861, 12mo. 
398 pp. 
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ago**, seems to be founded on the Nemura hodgsoni, Moore, 
which, however, is no Nemura (i. e. Lanthia, nobis; Nemura 
having been already used in Entomology), but a distinct generic 
form.” 

“The Comte de Castelnau (French Consul at Bangkok), writes 
me word that he has a new species of Argus from Camboja, and 
also a new true Gallus, I believe from the same country.” 


“ Maulmein, May 10th, 1861. 

“Here I am in the enjoyment of a sea voyage to recruit my 
health. I have visited Akyab and Rangoon, and next start for 
Tavoy, Mergui, and the Andaman Islands, thence reversing my 
former voyage back to Calcutta. Glorious hill-scenery here— 
jungle-clad and pagoda-capped everywhere, with splendid views 
and novelty in every shape and form. 

“The Common Sparrow of this country is Passer montanus, 
but more rufous above and more whitish beneath than the bird of 
Britain, Sikhim, and China, from which countries examples are 
utterly undistinguishable. The note also is a sharp ‘ chip chip,’ 
different from that of the British bird, which I remember per- 
fectly, and most readily distinguishable from that of the British 
and Indian House-Sparrows. At Akyab I observed both spe- 
cies, but not intermixed—the so-called Tree-Sparrow becoming 
a House-Sparrow, and so tame that it would hardly get out of 
your way. At Rangoon we have only the P. montanus (?), The 
house in which I now sit is full of them, and they fly in and out 
through the rooms, and maintain an incessant chirping.” 
= “TJ have many novelties to describe, received from my late 
host Col. Phayre, before I left Calcutta. One of the most re- 
markable is a beautiful second species of true Crypsirhina; an- 
other is a new form of Turdinus-like birds with straight claws— 
Merulanthus phayrit, nobis.” 


The following extracts are from Mr. R. Swinhoe’s last 


letters :— 
“ British Consulate, Amoy, March 9, 1861. 


“ I have just procured a specimen of Phalacrocorax bicristatus, 


* See P. Z. 5. 1861, p. 201. 
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Pallas, the second species noted in the ‘Fauna Japonica.’ This 
bird is not usually found at Amoy, but its occurrence here is 
probably due to the unusually cold and high winds that have 
lately occurred on this coast. My specimen is partially moulted 
into the plumage of the adult, and has a few white filamentous 
feathers on the head and neck. 

“ The Common Crane (Grus cinerea) occurs every winter at 
Swatow, lower down the coast than Amoy, in flocks of 100 or 
so. They live during their stay chiefly on sweet potatoes (the 
tuber of Batatas edulis). I have procured a partially moulted 
specimen from that port. | 

“ The Dutch Consul at Amoy has lately made an excursion to 
the tea-districts at Hing-yang, some 150 miles inland of this, 
and has brought back the following birds not found near Amoy : 
Urocissa sinensis, Emberiza cioides of the ‘ Fauna Japonica,’ 
Enicurus schistaceus (?), Ruticilla fuliginosa, and my Hypsipetes 
holtii, These specimens are at present in the hands of Mr. 
G. Schlegel at Amoy, and will eventually grace the Leyden col- 
lection.” 

“ Amoy, May 4, 1861. 

“ Referring to my letter of 20th February *, I must tell you 
that I have this summer procured a couple of Larvivora gracilis, 
one similar to the one described, and the other of the same form 
and size, but blue on the upper parts and pure white on all the 
under parts. This last was a male, and the former a female. 
Therefore the bird described in the letter referred to was a male 
in the ‘livrée de passage,’ and not in full plumage, and the 
species may yet prove to be L. cyanea of Hodgson. 

“ Of the Common Cormorant that winters on this coast, I have 
lately procured a full-plumaged male. It resembles the bird of the 
‘Fauna Japonica,’ except that its cheeks are not white, as there 
represented, but of a uniform bronze with the rest of the head 
and neck, which are thickly sown with thick white filaments. 

“ The Brachypternus from Foochow is much larger (nearly 
double the size) than B. badius of Java, of which Mr. Blyth has 
favoured me with a pair. It is of a much richer brown, but 
would appear otherwise similar. 

* See anted, p. 262. A 
VOL, UL, 2 E 


410 Seztracts from Correspondence, Announcements, &c. 


“ Among some dozens of Colymbide lately procured, a few 
have red markings on the throat. This would therefore prove 
our bird to be C. septentrionalis, unless the new species, C. 
adamsi, is also so marked. 

“ T have to note Botaurus stellaris from Swatow, and the fol- 
lowing procured for the first time at Amoy :— 

“ Emberiza ciotdes (of the ‘ Fauna Japonica’) from the main- 
land in February. 

“ Ruticilla fuliginosa (of a uniform smoke-grey, except the 
red tail), from the neighbouring main in February. 

“ Enicurus schistaceus, also from neighbouring hills on the 
main. Examples of the latter bird were met with on the margins 
of pools. They frequently repeated a series of twittering notes 
not unlike those of the Tringoïdes hypoleuca, while they moved 
their tails up and down violently. The specimen procured agrees 
exactly with one from Burmah sent to me by Mr. Blyth. 

“‘ Carbo bicristatus, Temm. et Sch]. One immature specimen 
of this bird was brought to me on the 8th March. It was 
shot in this harbour, and agrees precisely with the figures in the 
‘Fauna Japonica.’ | 

* Calliope kamschatkensis. Several of these have been pro- 
cured this spring, both mature and with the white throat. 

“ Limosa lapponica seu rufa. One was brought in 12th April, 
1861. 

“ Xanthopygia leucophrys, Blyth (?). 

“ Among several of X. narcissina, one bird has pure white 
eyebrows, is more slightly built than the rest, has black upper 
parts, with golden lower parts, and no flammeous on the throat. 
I conclude it to be the Malayan species. 

“I have lately procured several dozens of females of X. narcis- 
sina, and I would therefore venture to correct my description of 
this one given in the Birds of Canton (anted, p.41). The throat 
is very rarely golden, and there is no black on the cheeks or 
white on the wings. | 

“Turdus sibiricus. A fine mature male was brought in 19th 
April. 

“ Emberiza rutila, Pallas. A fine male, received 20th April, 
agrees well with the description in the ‘ Fauna Japonica.’ 
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“í Numenius minor, Müller. A pair of Whimbrels, brought in 
at the close of April, are certainly referable to the bird of the 
‘Fauna Japonica,’ and not to W. pheopus of Linnzus. 

“Chibia hottentotta (Linn.). I was truly astonished to receive 
one of this species on the 29th April. A reference to Gray’s 
* Genera?’ at once told me what it was. Its gizzard contained 
the remains of wasps. 

“ Porzana erythrothorax, Temm. et Schl. A male brought in 
on Ist May. It is very similar to, but rather larger than, 
P. fusca of Bengal, but the differences are hardly sufficient to 
warrant a separation. 

“Gallicrex cristata (L.). A fine male, brought in on 2nd May. 

“ Dicrurus cinerascens, 9. Brought in on 8rd May. 

“These acquisitions add fourteen more to the Amoylist of birds. 

“I have at last succeeded in procuring mature specimens of 
our Budytes. The pair brought to me have both grey heads, 
with white eyebrows and chins, and in other respects answer 
most minutely to B. flava of Linnzus. 

“ Anthus thermophilus, Hodgson (?), still puzzles me. In 
summer the spots on the breast disappear, and give place to a 
deep rosy-buff tinge. Mr. Blyth thinks the Chinese species is 
identical with his 4. rufo-superciliaris from the Andamans, but 
further comparison is required. 

“I have lately received several specimens of our Tehitrea. 
They all have bright purple-red backs; and cannot agree with 
you in referring them to T. principalis of the ‘ Fauna Japonica.’ 

“ Dr. Hanse, the botanist, writes me that a friend of his shot 
three Parrakeets near Canton. I must therefore acknowledge 
my ignorance, and allow that the specimens of Loriculus puni- 
culus in the British Museum, which Mr. Fortune purchased at 
Canton, were probably procured in that neighbourhood. 

“J have lately received from Foochow a fine specimen of 
Megalema virens (Bodd.). It was brought down, according to the 
accounts I received, from the hilly regions of Yunnan, alive. I see 
this uncouth-looking bird has already been noted from China.” 

“ Amoy, May 18, 1861. 

“ My shooters have just brought in several birds new to this 


place; namely, of 
2E2 
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“ Lobipes hyperboreus, three specimens, in nearly full summer 
plumage. 

“ Tringa cinclus (?). One specimen, I think, of this species, 
with olive-green legs. 

“Two of a new Lusciniopsis, perhaps referable to Cassin’s new 
species from Japan. 

“ And a very diminutive Locustella, allied to L. raii.” 


The following letter from Mr. Swinhoe has been forwarded to 
us for publication by Prof. Schlegel :— 

Amoy, June 1, 1861. 

Sır,—I have no doubt you will be much pleased to hear that 
one at least of the doubtful species of the ‘ Fauna Japonica’ has 
been confirmed. Your son and I have been most assiduous in 
our endeavours to hunt up the Brophorus paradisiacus, having 
heard that that truly wonderful species was originally brought 
to Japan from China, but our exertions have hitherto been fruit- 
less. The other species, however, the Pitta nympha, we hardly 
expected to discover, as its habitat is marked Corea. Imagine 
my joy then this morning when my shooters brought in a bird 
which I at onee recognized as the redoubted Pitta nympha. I 
at once communicated the glorious intelligence to your son, and 
borrowed his coloured plate. The following notes were the re- 
sults of our comparison, and, should you think them worth print- 
ing, are at your service. 

The man who brought me the bird this morning told me 
that he had shot it while it was sitting on a tree at the foot of 
the highest hill on this island. Its ovary contained numerous 
eggs, but none in a very developed state, and its crop was nearly 
empty ; it is therefore natural to suppose that the individual had 
merely dropped on the island in its migration. 

Length 83 inches ; wing 4.,5,; tail 1,°%,, of 14 rectrices ; tarse 
l-> Bull blackish brown, paling towards the tip. Inside of 
mouth light pinkish orange. Tongue sagittate, slightly bulging 
at the sides, concave, horny, and split at the tip. Eye-rim black- 
ish brown; iris hazel. Ear small and somewhat ovate, orifice 
hidden. Legs, toes and claws light brownish flesh-colour. 

The Appendix to the ‘ Fauna Japonica’ says of this species, 
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“Cette Brève offre beaucoup d’analogie avec la Brève à Queue 
Courte, Pitta cyanura (P. brachyura, L. 2), du continent de P Inde, 
dont elle ne paraît se distinguer que par les caractères suivants. 
Le vert des parties supérieures est plus clair, et les parties in- 
férieures sont blanc grisâtre, au lieu de jaune brunâtre. Le 
beau rouge qui se borne dans la Brève à Queue Courte, au bas 
ventre, se prolonge dans celle de la Corée jusqu’à la poitrine. Le 
noir enfin, qui occupe les côtés de la tête, s’étend dans cette 
espèce sous le menton.” 

Our bird is a female, and answers well to the figure given in 
the ‘Fauna Japonica,’ which, from analogy, we should suppose 
to be a young bird of the species ; for the under parts of our bird 
are of a fine buff, with the exception of the chin and sides of the 
nape, which are of a pure white. The blue on the wing-coverts 
is extended throughout the whole of them,—a few of the feathers 
still remaining partly green, and indicating such to be the 
actual colouring of the juvenile garb. 

On comparing ours with a skin of P. brachyura from India, 
kindly provided by Mr.Blyth, I notice the following differences :— 

The bill of our bird is much larger and deeper, and consider- 
bly more corvine, than that of brachyura. The occipital band 
that passes through the eye is much broader, and extends to 
beneath the bill. The medial coronal stripe is brown instead of 
black, and does not quite unite with the occipital. The back, 
scapulars, and tertiaries are of a darker, clearer green. The 
rump and wing-coverts are of a beautiful azure-blue with a pink- 
purple gloss, some of the feathers being patched with green. 
The white is much more extended on the quills, some of the 
inner quills being entirely white to their tips. The axillary 
coverts are black, without any white. The tail is similarly co- 
loured in both, and the lovely crimson of the under tail-coverts 
extends up the centre of the belly to the breast. The bird is 
much larger and much more robust than P. brachyura, but 
bears considerable resemblance to that species. Indeed, were it 
not for the ventral crimson stripe and its large bill, one would 
feel almost inclined to look upon it as merely a large variety of 
the Indian bird. 

The measurements of my skin of P. brachyura of India are as 
follows :— 
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Length 7,2, inches; wing 42; tail 1,4; tarse 1,4. 

I think, on awit the above, you will agree with me that 
we have at last discovered the Pitta nympha—a species so long 
established from a Japanese design, but one whose existence was 
seriously questioned by practical ornithologists. And to think 
that this Corean wonder should be first met with in the flesh in 
this barren island of Amoy ! ! 

As you will probably give publicity to these notes, I will add 
my remarks on une its body :— 

(sophagus about -4 1n. wide, pocung before the proven- 
triculus, which starts with a breadth of -$ in., and FIP en- 
larges as it joins the stomach. The ane Nun measures in. 
and is smooth-coated. The stomach is heart-shaped, with stout 
lateral tendons, and broadly marked exteriorly with perpendicular 
rings. The epithelium was bright yellow, moveable and rugose ; 
containing only the remains of one spotted field-bug. Intes- 
tines 153 in. long, and varying in thickness from +4, in. to in., 
marked exteriorly with a sprinkling of hard granules, and having 
a large round nodule, 2 in. broad, about 4 inches from the anus. 
This latter is probably the result of disease. Ceca +p in. long, 
ovate and adnate, the right one being 1,3, in., the left one 1,2, in. 
from the anus. Ovary containing ne a Di of small eggs. 

Yours, &c., 
ROBERT SWINHOE. 

Dr. Schlegel, Leyden Museum. 


Mr. Tristram writes to us, that in looking over his collections 
he finds that in his “ Catalogue of the Birds of the Sahara,” 
as given in the two preceding volumes of ‘The Ibis, he has 
accidentally omitted two very interesting species :— 

l. Cyanecula rubecula, of which he has two examples in winter 
plumage, one a female, the other with the sex undetermined. 

2. Anthus spinoleita, of which he has one specimen, shot, 
out of a small flock, in the marsh at the edge of the oasis of 
Laghouat in November 1856. He believes also that he saw a 
flock of this bird (if not of 4. obscurus) in January 1857, in the 
swamps near Tuggurt. 

Mr. Tristram also remarks, — 

“ Had I to rewrite my notes on the Larks of the Sahara, I do 
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not think I should now speak so positively as I have done of the 
specific distinctness of Galeride abyssinica, isabellina, and arent- i 
cola. Not that I should unsay what I said, but I am not now 
so clear as to the specific rank of races inhabiting areas so very 
closely conterminous as those of the different districts of the 
North-African Sahara.” 


Kilmory, Lochgilp Head, N.B., August 18, 1861. 

Mr. Epiror,—I regret that I can give you no further par- 
ticulars about the Gyrfalcon which I submitted to you in the 
summer, further than that it was shot in the month of October 
last, on the island of North Uist, belonging to my father; the 
keeper thinks it was about the 10th or 12th. I observe it is a 
much darker specimen than that killed, not five miles from the 
same place, in March of the previous year, 1859 *. That had all 
the tail-feathers white, except the two centre ones, though the 
shafts of the others are of a brown tinge—paler, I have little 
doubt, from bleaching before found, as it was not secured on the 
day it was shot. 

| Believe me, yours truly, 


J. W. P. ORDE. 


“ Of the gigantic Struthionidæ, bones of many species occur all 
over the islands of New Zealand. Feathers have also been found, 
and fragments of egg-shells; also one perfect egg, taken out of 
the grave of a native in 1856. It is believed by many natives 
that none of the species are entirely extinct. They give tolerably 
minute descriptions of many species; but it is impossible from 
their descriptions to define the number formerly existing. Pro- 
fessor Owen has detected fourteen distinct species, from the 
various bones which have from time to time been sent to England. 
Wherever the bones of the larger species are found, there exists 
about a quart of pebbles, used doubtless to assist digestion. I 
can only give the native names and descriptions of a few extinct 
species. All these birds were hunted by the natives for food. 

“ Moa. The largest species stood 16 feet high. Colour red- 

* See ‘Ibis,’ 1859, p. 469. yp 


416 extracts from Correspondence, Announcements, &c. 


brown. Fed on leaves of forest-trees ; their legs were too long 
to allow them to eat off the ground. Bones full of marrow. 

“ Kiwi Papa Whenua. 7 feet high. One of the last birds to 
disappear. There are still living men who have hunted it. 

“ Tokoeka. 3 feet high. Bright red [!]. Inhabited only the 
snowy mountains in the neighbourhood of Otago. 

“ Po-waka-i.. 10 feet high. Lived on carrion as well as 
plants. Peculiar to the Middle Island. 

“ Kiwi Mokemoke. 3 feet high. A solitary ash-coloured bird, 
with a long curved bill. These are all the traditions of the pre- 
ceding five birds to be relied on. It is highly probable that this 
species and other smaller ones yet exist among the wild unex- 
plored mountain-ranges of the Middle Island. 

“ Great Apterye (Kiwi Parure), Apteryx major. Inhabits 
forests and mountains. A night bird. By imitating its call, it 
is attracted, and then caught with dogs. It is also caught by 
lighting a large fire, which is sure to attract them. Native report 
says that this and the next-described species do not sit on their 
eggs, but cover them up with leaves, the decomposition and 
fermentation of which, at the expiration of one year, hatches the 
egg. Probably this report is mere fiction, and the bird always 
covers its egg on leaving the nest. ‘This species lays only one 
egg. Its legs are very powerful, sufficiently so as to break the 
leg of a dog. The egg is white, and 3 inches in length. 

“ Little Apteryx (Kiwi Hoihoi). Smaller than the preceding. 
My dogs have caught this bird. Lays two eggs. Habits similar 
to the preceding.” —J. B. Ellman in ‘ Zoologist, p. 7464 (1861). 


Since the publication of our last Number three members of 
the British Ornithologists’ Union have left our shores. Mr. 
O. Salvin and Mr. F. D. Godman have departed, to continue 
Mr. Salvin’s researches in Guatemala, and thence intend to de- 
scend along the Pacific coast to Panama, paying particular 
attention to the fauna of Costa Rica. Mr. A. F. Sealy has pro- 
ceeded to India, being about to become a permanent resident at 


Madras. 


